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Given the centrality of language to human life, it is not surprising that there are many
different ideas about what sort of phenomenon it is, along with various approaches to its
study. We will examine an approach that takes language to be a natural object, part of
human cognition, hence ultimately biological. Given such a perspective, it makes sense to
study language using the general methodology of the natural sciences. Some of the main
questions and results of such a naturalistic approach to human language will be outlined.
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